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September 11, 2009

Dear Representative Chisholm:

You blazed the path that [ was able to follow to my current position in the House of
Representatives today, and for that I will always be grateful.

My mother is Caucasian and my father African American, so both were disowned in the
195()'s by their families for their marriage. This led to my father joining the Army,
attending Morthwestern University and later, my family moving to California.

Baszed on challenging personal family experiences and witnessing the civil rights
movement firsthand, at the age of six, 1 decided my first choice of profession would be
public service. In 1968, you became the first black woman elected to Congress, and an
inspiration to little girls and boys everywhere in overcoming barriers. Your trailblazing
work on behalf of society’s vulnerable members, the dispossessed and the poor, has set
the standard for those who follow you.

Because of your hard work, I had a path to follow that would one day lead to the House
of Representatives. You were the conscience of the Congressional Black Caucus, and
your dream of “a nation in which all racial stocks and classes can exist in their own
selfhoods, but meet on a basis of respect and equality and live together, socially,
economically, and politically,” is one that [ strive for as well.

In closing, [ would like to thank you again for making a difference in the lives of every
American through vour extraordinary service to our country.

Sincerely,

ra Richardson
Member of Congress

PRWFED OM RECYCLED PAFER
B+




yoice

AMERICAN VOICES IN CONGRESS

AMNDRE CARSOM
Trei DistrecT, Buciaus

24658 Aasoonn Houst Orecp Bunoes
Wosssagsow, D 2081 51407

| 203 2254011
COMMITTEE 0N FinamcialL BERVICER
Focanéoi, WATIISIONS AN CERGAISE CRSOT Enng‘rgﬁg’ ut ﬂ]g m“itgh ﬁt&tgﬁ J00E Faix Cose P W O, 4300
o Sut::omrrr;"m i |uamsroure, I ﬂ'ﬁi':E;
i Touse of Representatives AT
ClubramiHT AR |RAEETIGATIONS m’hmgtnn' EE 29515"140.?

Dear Representative Chisholm,

September 14, 2009

It has been forty years since you were first elected to Congress, yet today your story of
courage and perseverance continues to inspire generations of African Americans across

this great nation,

Though your political career ended long before mine began, I have been impacted by
your influence since my youth in Indiana—beginning with my late grandmother,
Congresswoman Julia Carson. As only the second African American woman elected to
Congress in Indiana, she saw you as a pioneer and an inspiration. Throughout her career,
she not only looked to you as a model of how to represent the African American
community but also as a shining example of the unyielding advocacy that every United
States Representative should aspire to achieve. As she fought to protect the homeless and
improve struggling communities, she looked to your steadfast determination and honesty

for guidance.

These were lessons that she passed onto me. She imparted that I, like you an African
American from humble beginnings, could rise above my circumstances to achieve my
dreams. She strived endlessly to see that | was ingrained with the lessons of my
predecessors and that like you, I truly understood the impertance of integrity and the
pursuit of what is right and just. I owe much of where [ am today to these valuable

lessons.

Upon taking the oath of office last year, I was proud and humbled to join the ranks of this
institution that has been shaped by great Americans like you who courageously fought for
equality and freedom above all else. Today, as Congress continues its work to provide
health care to all Americans, keep families in their homes, and expand educational
opportunities, | continue to look to this history for guidance. It is my sincere hope that all
Members can look to your memory and by following your example leave a more
prosperous nation for generations to come.

Sincerely,

FRIMTED OH MECYCLED PAFENR
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Septamber 16, 2000

Drzar Representative Chishelm,

I am honaraed by the apportonity to pay tribote to yvour inspiraticnal 1ite and political
carger that shatterad social and political barriars in this country, For African Americans
and partieularly far women, vou paved the way for countlass individuals including
President Barack Obama, U.5 Attomney General Eric Holder, and myself, the first African

American worman clected to the House of Bepresentativies from the state of Maryland

Throwghowl iy Tile, your leadership and perseveranee serveil ss a persomal rermnder
that no obstacles are insurmoenntabls, When I was a voung eicl, I kept a photo of vou by
my hedside, In 1968, vou transtormed palitical and sccial convention singlehandedly by
becoming the first African Amearican woman electad to Congress. Thenin 1972, von
again proved the depth of vour iimer sirenglh — which you suemmanzed 10 vour mermoerr
The (Good Fight as a “sheer will and refusal to accept the status quoe™ — with vour

candidacy for the Democratic presidential nommnation. Yow inspared me.

As part of a new era of a rising generation of women and Affican-Amearican leaders
indebted to yvour legacy, T thank you for helping shape the lives of fithure gensrations by
fundamentally changing the past.

Bincersly,

(/Qﬂf A 2 %@?

Danna I, Edwards
Member of Congrass
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September 1o, 2009

Dear Congresswoman Chisholin,
1 would like lo lake this opporlunity to honor your distinguished service lo our Nation.

When we first met, [ was struck by how such a petite woman could have such a bold and
commanding presence. You were oulspoken, fearless, and absolutely bnllianl. Everyvilung aboul
vou was a change from the status quo. In a male dominated political landscape, vou tnumphed
over adversity and showed young women that we, too, could serve as elected officials,
Moreover, vou demonstrated that Afncan Amencan woman could persevere and aclueve
greatness 1 Congress and any other careers pursued. With pride, 1 tread your path and wear the
badge of Congress.

Through the years, [ followed your career with great enthusiasm. Ewver the miellectual, you
handled complex policy matters with skill and remamed responsive to your conshiiuents. You
never shrank from difficult decisions in your efforts to protect and promote the public interest.

Your dedication (o the community and tenure m Congress were a greal inspiration to me, as |
embarked upon public service. 1 am proud to have Known vou personally, and vour legacy
encourages me daily. Rest assured that vour example will be long be lifted as one of umwavering
dedication to the public good, inumph over adversity, and hope that what 15 dreamed can, i fact,
be realized.

Most Sincerely,

Marcia L. Fudge
Member of Congress

MLF-ams
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ROLAND W, BURRIS
ILLINGES
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COMMITTEE ON VETERAMS' AFFAIRS

Mnited DStates Senate

WASHINGTOMN, DC 20610

September 16, 2009

Dear Representative Chisholm:

One of the greatest responsibilities entrusted to Congress is to ensure that every American, regardless
of color, gender, or creed, can enjoy the infinite opportunities our country has to offer,

The responsibility is great; however your life's work proves beyond a shadow of a doubt that the
American people chose well when they chose you to represent them in the United States Congress. A
champion of education, healtheare, and other soclal services, you never hesitated to be a volce for those

who had no volee.

You lived as a woman before her time, fighting for the staples that make our nation the best in the world
and living a life that boldly represented the spirit of America.

The first African American woman elected to Congress, a founding member (and the only woman
member) of the Congressional Black Caucus, and the first African American to make a serious bid for the
Democratic nomination for ULS, President, your trallblazing simultaneously opened doors for women
and African Americans across our nation,

As the only African American currently in the Senate, not a day goes by that | do not consider thase who
had to come before in order for me to be where | am today. Because of your tireless efforts, | now have
an opportunity to speak for the American people,

Representative Chisholm, you are a great American icon who has forever revolutionized the definition of
a modern day hero. Your recognition today is well deserved and greatly needed; therefore, it Is with
great pleasure that | thank and honor you for your service and sacrifice.

Sincarely,

g Rt nriss

Roland W. Burris

United States Senator

WASIRGTOR QoL Crsacs Geace Seneitnewn Ornce Flnrcs OFpce
G DRKSEM EChaie Qrice BuLnmG A0 G s wsony GOT EnsT fnsain PO Plan s GOy Sanee
WiasanG oL UG 20510 ST K Suane IR0 Py, 1), B2903

Cierrce 016D 087 -0

Srwnancog, iL 62701
P, 010 S -2050

AIPICE CFRE QBE-BIES
P {2 E7) 452-0000

Crcnrst, |L 60004
Crpriz (02| 063506
Fast 121 71 -5 14

Oerre |202] 2242834
Fax {20E) F30-313

1811 B2r0 A bais
Mok, 1L 3RS
Crrce CROS PA6=-217
Faae 109} 2361230




yoice

AMERICAN VOICES IN CONGRESS

Photo: Rutgers Special Collections and University Archives

As there were no black Founding Fathers, there were no founding
mothers—a great pity on both counts.

Representative Shirley Chisholm
Congressional Record, Joint Resolution 264
91st Congress, 2nd Session

August 10, 1970
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September 15, 2009

Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm was smart, loyal, funny, irreverent and irrepressible. The contribution
she made to the quest for social justice is chronicled in the public record. But when | think of her | usually
remember off-the-record moments,

When | interviewed for a job as a legislative assistant, | felt the interview was going well. We talked about
my qualifications for the position. Ms. C. noted that her sister's name was Muriel. It was a gratifying blend
of substance and chat. As the interview was ending, | said, "My stepmother, Patricia Garland Morisey, said
to tell you hello."

"Pat! Pat! Your stepmother is Pat!?" Ms. C. was delighted to learn that my stepmother was among the
outstanding Black women working for social justice in New York.

Mrs. C made me feel great about myself and my family. | would have fond memories of that day even if she
had never hired me.

Her loyalty to staff knew no bounds. One day a colleague confronted Mrs. Chisholm on the House floor
complaining bitterly about something her staff had done. The culprits were me and Shirley Downs. We had
told other House staffers Mrs. C's position on a matter coming up on the floor, if my memory is correct. But
we hadn't actually cleared it with her in advance. When Mrs. C got back to the office she reported that,
“Congressman ____ was really upset about what we did. | acted like | knew what he was talking about. | told
him that you acted with my full authority, of course," she said. "But -- what did you do?"

The irreverence surfaced one afternoon when she took a call from President Carter. We had been meeting
in her private office but she motioned me to stay while she took the call. | listened to her respectful
responses as the President pressed for her support on some pending legislation. "Yes, Mr. President, |
understand this is a very important matter. Of course | will give your views a great deal of thought." But the
entire time she was making faces. The substance of the conversation was important and her comments
were genuine, but she couldn't resist a playful impulse to roll her eyes as though she wasn't taking the
President seriously. She could be so mischievous!

Her willingness to work with Republicans was legendary. She had an especially good relationship with the
ranking Republican on the House Education and Labor Committee. They instructed their staff members to
work together to forge agreements where possible on pending matters. The theory was that if both Rep. Al
Quie and Shirley Chisholm supported something it was a sure winner in the full Committee.

In one of my favorite moments Ms. C countered people who said she was skinny. "I'm not skinny," she
said. "I'm svelte."

Submitted by Muriel Morisey, former Senior Legislative Assistant to Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm.
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September 12, 2009

| began working for Congresswoman Chisholm in August 1970. The staff affectionately called her Mrs. “C.”
Indeed, she seemed to love it as much as we all did. Those of us on her staff, all of whom for a time were
young women, maintained a sisterhood, committed to helping Mrs. C carry out her legislative and policy
making agenda. She was a wonderful boss and a tremendous inspiration to all of us, not just the masses of
people who would rally to attend whatever event she happened to be addressing.

Hired as the case worker in her Washington, DC office, | became quickly immersed in the problems
besetting her constituents in the then-12"" Congressional District of New York, more specifically, the
Bedford-Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn, New York. Bed-Stuy’s greatest claim to fame at the time was that
it was the poorest district in the United States. Shirley Chisholm did not let this fact deter her from
providing the best constituent services that she could to her district.

Although very feminine and dainty in appearance, Shirley Chisholm had a quiet, steely resolve and when
she set her mind to a particular goal, there was no diverting her attention away from that goal. She had
two favorite sayings, sayings that she almost always used when autographing her photos or other
memorabilia presented to her for that purpose: “Look only to God and your conscience for approval,” and
“Aim high,” sometimes alternating by using “Always aim high.” Arguably, these words served as the fuel
for her personal engine that propelled her throughout her lifetime and her career to be certain, she not
only “talked the talk,” she, did indeed “walk the walk!”

An early proponent of early childhood education, she became a forceful and indefatigable advocate for
establishing early childhood education programs in schools and neighborhoods throughout the country,
particularly in socio-economically disadvantaged neighborhoods. That history has shown she was on the
right path in her advocacy for making affordable, early childhood education a cornerstone for children
everywhere, is but one of many fitting legacies to her. Later in her legislative career, Mrs. Chisholm would
achieve another first by being named to a seat on the powerful and influential House Rules Committee

Of the many memories | hold of her, perhaps the most significant is the role that she played in mentoring
and nurturing so many young, talented women and men who would eventually grow into important public
policy positions in government agencies, public policy organizations, universities, and on Capitol Hill.
Indeed, one is the current Chair of the Congressional Black Caucus, the Honorable Barbara Lee.

We also had some wonderful young men and women who served as research assistants and/or summer
interns in our Capitol Hill office. Two in particular stand out for the subsequent contributions they are
making in the judicial and legislative arena. The Honorable Marion Humphrey, who joined the staff as a
research assistant while matriculating at Princeton University, is now a circuit judge for the Sixth Judicial
District for Pulaski and Perry counties in Arkansas. The Honorable Bevan Dufty came to Washington, DC, as
a summer intern from Cal Berkeley and stayed in DC for the next several years during which time he rose to
serve as legislative director to then-Representative Julian C. Dixon (D-28th CA), was elected several years
ago to the Board of Supervisors in San Francisco, CA.
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Another member of the Chisholm staff was the Honorable Thaddeus Garrett, Jr., a Republican! We loved
him just the same!! Thad had worked for Ohio Republican Congressman and Education and Labor
Committee member, William “Bill,” Ayers. When Mr. Ayers was defeated for re-election in 1970, Mrs.
Chisholm subsequently hired Thad, who served as her senior policy advisor. He would go on to serve as
Chairman of the Howard University Board of Trustees, as a special advisor to the Dole/Kemp presidential
campaign, as a special advisor to former Vice President Nelson Rockefeller, and a senior political advisor to
the elder George W. Bush’s presidential campaign. Thad sadly passed away in 1996 at the tender age of
51.

That steely resolve cited earlier in this remembrance, served as a great catalyst for her 1972 presidential
bid. It was an exciting and exhilarating time for her entire staff. After the attempted assassination of then-
Alabama Governor George Wallace, all of the presidential candidates received Secret Service protection.
Our daily routines did not change too much, except that when Mrs. C was in the office, so too was the
Secret Service detail.

Now if I've left the impression that our work was all work and no play, but that was not the case at all! We
would get together with other offices on our corridor and throw end of session parties. Party affiliations
aside, we were all glad to celebrate the end of late nights and long days — at least until the next session
began. At Christmas time, we always threw a huge party with Mrs. C playing Santa Claus. She would not
only give gifts to her staff, she made sure that if they had children, the children received gifts too!

| had the privilege of working for Mrs. C for eight and a half years. They were some of the best years of my
Capitol Hill experience. | retired in June 2001 after nearly 34 years of working for this august body. For the
last nineteen years of my career, | served as Chief of Staff to the Honorable Julian C. Dixon (1934-2000). |
consider the years | spent as one of the “Chisettes,” as some of the finest of my career.

A Fond Farewell,

Andrea “Tracy” Simmons Holmes
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A beautiful lady’s secret
by Laura W. Murphy

The late Shirley Chisholm taught me a lot about being a woman. At the impressionable age of 22, | had the
opportunity to work for her as one of her legislative assistants from 1977 to 1979 while she was a member
of the United States House of Representatives. During her 14 years in Congress, Shirley Chisholm gave
dozens of women the opportunity to hold professional positions on Capitol Hill when most of her male
colleagues in Congress would only give secretarial or clerk positions to women like me. People would stare
at her when she walked down the hall, because invariably a large entourage of professional staff women
followed her wherever she went.

The women who passed through her office called themselves “The Chis-ettes.” And we referred to Mrs.
Chisholm fondly as “Miss C.” We loved her because she embraced us and encouraged us and she dared to
tell men and all Americans that women were in the halls of power and were here to stay. But, if you read
her obituaries from the major newspapers around the country, you get the impression that she was an “in
your face” firebrand feminist. Those of us who knew her well also knew that she had class and manners.
While she could raise her voice with passion and conviction, she did so in a way that never undermined her
appealing femininity.

It enraged me that during his lifetime, comedian Red Foxx would call “Miss C” ugly. Yes, she had a broad
nose. Yes, she wore oversized glasses topped off by a toothy grin. Yes, she wore a wig that gave her big
hair. No, she did not have the shape of Pamela Anderson or Halle Berry. Notwithstanding the American
standard of attractiveness, when you were in the presence of this woman you felt something else: beauty.
She had a personality that just sparkled and the wits and brains to match. She was charismatic. She always
did her homework before she spoke and rarely spoke in anger. She respected her listeners even if they
were the most racist or sexist men on the planet.

And what really surprised me as | followed her around was that she was quite flirtatious. She could whisper
things in men’s ears that would put them at such ease that she could find out what made every one of her
colleagues tick. She laughed at their jokes, even the ribald ones. She touched their arms when she spoke,
but never doing so in a way that was sexually suggestive. She moved with grace when she walked and she
was one of the best dancers I've ever seen. She was a femme fatale, but not a hussy.

Shirley Chisholm was a very smart, endearing, classy outspoken and determined lady who taught me two
pivotal life lessons: 1) | could be a “feminine feminist” in a man’s world and still earn the power | needed to
get the job done; and 2) beauty comes in many forms and when we limit our concept of beauty to
appearance, we are really missing the boat.

Thank you, Shirley Chisholm, you will always be beautiful to me.

In addition to working for Rep. Shirley Chisholm (D-NY), Laura W. Murphy worked for Rep. Parren Mitchell
(D-MD), California Speaker Willie L. Brown, DC Mayor Sharon Pratt Kelly and was Director of the ACLU
Washington Legislative Office from 1993 to 2005. She is now President of Laura Murphy & Associates, a
government relations and public affairs consulting firm. www.lwmurphy.com

Reprinted with permission of The Baltimore Afro-American from an article published on January 8, 2005.
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Representative Shirley Chisholm with Laura W. Murphy in 1978
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September 18, 2009
Memories of Shirley Chisholm.

Mrs. C or “Chizzie,” as we affectionately called her, was fun, funny, and totally believed that every human being
had a right to develop to his or her fullest potential. She was a fiery speaker who raised the issues and banner of all
those who were poor, dispossessed and had no opportunities.

She believed her job and that of her staff was to do “the true, the right, and the beautiful.” We were to work, not
only for her and the people of her Congressional District, but for all those who had no voice or power. She was the
first black woman to serve in Congress and focused on the problems and concerns of African Americans and
women; however, she was very conscious of all those who had little or no representation. So, we were also
responsible for looking out for the rights of citizens who were Hispanic, American Indian, from the District of
Columbia or the territories, gay, and disabled. Although she came from Brooklyn, she was also concerned about
poor whites and people of color in rural areas.

A former day care teacher and director, she was a lady, whose shoes and bag always matched, but many of the
members of her staff were children of the 60’s. Some of us dressed very colorfully. | sometimes wore a purple and
green striped dress with purple boots and one green stocking and one purple stocking. Her first press secretary had
a big afro and wore love beads. That was ok as long as he kept a tie in the drawer. She really did not care how you
looked, how young or old you were, or your color. What mattered was did you work hard, did you care, and did
you give your all for the people we were trying to help.

Everyone in her office from the lowest intern to the receptionists and secretaries were allowed and encouraged to
attend any hearing and floor debate they wished as long as they got their work done. They could also work on
speeches, Congressional Record inserts, Dear Colleague letters, and amendments. Mrs. C. wanted everyone to
learn and develop. Interns and members of her staff went on to become legislative directors of advocacy and policy
groups, staff directors for other members of Congress, business leaders and elected officials in their own right. She
believed part of her mission was to provide an opportunity for staff to grow and learn.

She had a huge number of interns who wanted to come and work for her. There was very little money so most
worked without pay. One young woman worked as a waitress so she could come in and volunteer for Mrs. C.
Another young man sold all his worldly possessions to come and be her intern. They were devoted to her and she
to them. Indeed she felt that young people were the hope of the future and she spent a great deal of time outside
of the office speaking to young college students. She felt they were the agents of change.

Staff and interns were also to work with anyone and everyone. Divine wisdom was not found in a small box in the
corner of our office. Rather you talked to and listened to everyone---including conservative Democrats and
Republicans. It was a matter of courtesy, inclusiveness and good government. If you consulted and worked with
others you would find areas of agreement. This did not mean you gave up your principles, rather you worked
together even when you had very different views in some areas. The goal was always to find common ground.

For example, Mrs. Chisholm had come to Congress the same year that Louise Day Hicks did. In fact, they sat next to
each other on the Education and Labor Committee dais. Congresswoman Hicks was from Boston and was elected
on an anti-busing platform. They did not agree on busing, but they did agree on issues such as day care and
minimum wage. Well, when Congresswoman Hicks ran for Mayor of Boston, again on an anti-busing platform, she
flew in from Boston, just after she had voted in the mayoral election, and sat down next to Mrs. C. She said,
“Shirley | haven’t had a chance to read the day care amendments that you provided me.” Mrs. C said, “that’s ok
you can just read them as you go.” That day | crouched on the floor between them and functioned as staff for both
Mrs. C and Congresswoman Hicks. And she voted with us on every single issue.
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We also made a point of asking to receive all the legislative memos of both the Democratic Study Group and the
Republican Conference and worked very closely with Al Quie, the ranking Republican on Education and Labor and
his staff. Many people today may be surprised that this level of cooperation and respect was possible. But | can tell
you that when we worked for the extension of minimum wage for domestic workers, we had the support of all of
the women in Congress, both the Republicans and the Democrats. And we were able to get the support of
Republicans as well as Democrats for issues such as childcare, equal credit and bilingual education.

Mrs. C was also very brave and fair. When riots broke out in prisons and the inmates took over Mrs. Chisholm was
called in by the prisoners to hear their complaints. When conflicts arose between blacks and Hassidic Jews in
Brooklyn she went to the street barricades to talk to people. She was trusted by all sides to listen and fairly
represent each side’s views. She was born to do conflict resolution.

The bravery and tolerance extended to the campaign for president. When she decided to run she got death threats
and there was a man with a knife that got very close to her. That’s why, when George Wallace was shot she went
to the hospital to see him. She did not make a big show of it. She went privately and quietly. When she

entered the room, he said “Shirley Chisholm what are you doing here?” Her response was, “there but for the grace
of God am I.”

This ability to be empathetic was very much at her core. Even when she profoundly disagreed with people, she did
not personalize her feelings. The other person who is like that is Nelson Mandela. He, of course, was in a far worse
situation in South Africa. But it was still pretty bad here in the US. People forget that during the civil rights era
there were riots, burning buildings, beatings, murders and hangings. Many, many people know of the terrible
hangings, “the strange fruit” that hung from trees and the physical abuse that black marchers experienced in the
South. Mrs. Chisholm was aware of this and the beatings that young gays experienced on the streets of northern
cities; the internment of Japanese Americans in World War Il; the confrontations that Hispanics experienced when
they dared to vote; and the terrible legacy American Indians experienced when their children were sent to special
Indian boarding schools where they were forbidden to speak their native tongues and were given new, non-Indian,
names.

Shirley Chisholm wanted to encourage people to channel their anger, rage, disappointment and frustration about
abuses and the lack of opportunities by becoming politically involved. That | believe was the heart and soul of why
she ran for President. She wanted to teach people that you could fight City Hall. Indeed you could become City
Hall. The key was to get involved. Her campaign was an empowerment mission for people who were outside of the
political process. They would learn about politics and how to play the game. Their voices could and would be
heard.

One additional historical note. The young man from her staff that she took to the 1972 Democratic Convention,
who led her floor effort, was Thad Garett. Thad was a Republican from Ohio whose family had been Republican
since Reconstruction. He had been a member of her staff for some time and worked on such issues as the
frequency with which young blacks in the military were thrown in the brig. After his stint with Mrs. Chisholm he
went to the White House to work for President Gerald Ford. And as an AME Zion preacher, he also married Mrs.
Chisholm to her second husband.

| worked to get President Obama elected. | believe very strongly that he is part of her legacy. He also profoundly

believes that the views of everyone are valuable and that everyone should become politically involved and
invested in the political process.

Shirley Downs, Former Legislative Director of the Office of Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm.
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September 16, 2009
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In the mid 70’s | had an overwhelming desire to work for Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm. | would sit on
the floor in front of her office in the Cannon House Office Building for hours hoping and praying for the
opportunity to work for her. Finally, Carolyn Smith called me into her office and asked me to get Mrs.
Chisholm’s lunch from the cafeteria. | continued to get Mrs. C’s lunch every day for several weeks and
slowly began to hang out in the receptionist area answering telephones and sorting and distributing

mail. Shortly thereafter, | was hired as a secretary/receptionist and went on to become a legislative
assistant in the Chisholm office.

Mrs. C had a tremendous impact on my life, and it’s to her credit that | have achieved my life’s goals and
aspirations. She was a brilliant educator and a master strategist. She taught me, mentored me and
coached me by insisting that | strive for excellence and “aim high.” | once asked Mrs. C why she always
signed photos with “aim high”. She smiled and replied “the best that one can do is to aim high.” |
remember writing memos to Mrs. C on legislative issues and the educator in her would surface. She would
make corrections and in some instances, she would insist that | rewrite the memos. While she always
knew the answers to any legislative issue, she would make me research the issue and bring the answer
back to her. Under her guidance, | developed skills, competencies and confidence.

She was so incredibly funny and had an infectious laugh and a warm and endearing smile. Mrs. C was
always a lady and she carried herself with the utmost respect and dignity. Her staff was a “family” that
provided support, encouragement and a lot of love.

As | reflect back on her life as the first African American woman elected to the House of Representatives
and her run for the President of the United States, she made an indelible impact on many legislative and
social issues, and it’s because of her contribution that this country is in a better position today.

Submitted by Dr. Mia Cole, former secretary/receptionist and legislative assistant to Congresswoman
Shirley Chisholm.
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The booklet is a production of the Avoice Virtual Library, a project of the Congressional Black
Caucus Foundation, Inc. For more information on Rep. Shirley Chisholm or the Avoice Project,
visit www.avoiceonline.org.
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